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The importance of participation is emphasized throughout the 2030 Agenda. The Preamble highlights “a spirit of strengthened 
global solidarity, focused in particular on the needs of the poorest and most vulnerable and with the participation of all countries, all 
stakeholders and all people.”

PARTICIPATION AND THE 2030 AGENDA
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FOUR LEVELS OF STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT

Broadly speaking, four levels of stakeholder 
engagement proposed by the International 
Association for Public Participation (IAP2) can be 
a useful framework for categorizing a range of 
approaches for engaging stakeholder groups in 
the implementation and review of the 2030 
Agenda. 

These four levels include: 

1) inform 

2) consult 

3) involve

4) collaborate

A fifth level of engagement “empower” is also 
proposed by IAP2 and would demand further 
adaptation. 
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Major Groups Other Relevant Stakeholders:
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Framework for Planning & Assessing Quality Engagement
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